
CLAMbake

Daniel in Babylon
Main Point: God plans might not be our plans: He calls the shots.
Biggie Verse: The Lord declares: “I know the plans I have for you…plans to give you hope 

and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11.
Based On: Daniel 1.

What life had Daniel imagined for himself as he approached adulthood in Jerusalem? Did he 
dream of serving in the king’s court? Did he desire a career of some sort in the city? Whatever he 
planned, God had a much bigger idea—one that the young Daniel could not possibly have 
imagined. God was about to lead Daniel on a lifetime of miracles and adventures. If we are willing 
to follow God, He will use us in ways that will surprise and delight.
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CLAMbake Simplified• Daniel • LESSON 1

Print: In color on letter-size paper, single-sided. Make as many copies 
of the activity pages as you need.
Prep: Paperclip and pencil for each small group playing the game we 
call I’m Planning To. Easel with sheet of paper or whiteboard with 
marker for the object lesson.
Perform: Perform the object lesson first, followed by telling the Bible 
story. Then use any or all of the learning pages. 
Purpose: Following the object lesson and learning activity time you’ll 
want to sum up the truth that God has a place, purpose and plan for 
each person that honors and obeys Him. 
Video: Find the Object Lesson video here: 

https://youtu.be/nd4dT6CVPe0
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Teacher’s Bible Story 
The Bible Story is paraphrased for clarity and abridged for brevity.

Daniel must have 
wondered why God 
let this bad thing 
happen to him. But 
you see, God had a 
big plan for Daniel, 
and God’s plans for us 
are always very good. 
Listen to hear what 
happened to Daniel! 

Daniel is Taken to Babylon • Based on Daniel 1. 

Long ago there lived a boy named Daniel. Daniel loved God.

One day an enemy army came to his city. Daniel and many 
others were captured. The army soldiers took them far away to 
a place called Babylon.

As soon as Daniel and his friends got to Babylon, they were put 
in school. Daniel was being trained to serve in the palace of the 
most important person in Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar the king! If 
Daniel did well in school, he could work for Nebuchadnezzar. If 
he worked for the king, he would become very important in 
Babylon. So Daniel wanted to do well in school.

But there was a problem. In the Bible, God’s Book, God had laid 
down rules for what He wanted His people to eat, and the 
school’s food broke some of God’s rules. Daniel knew that the 
food being served at the school broke God’s rules, so he made 
up his mind to eat only food that God approved of. 

Daniel asked for permission to eat only food pleasing to God. 
After eating the right food for only ten days, Daniel and his 
three closest friends looked healthier and better than any of the 
other young men. 

God blessed Daniel and he became the best student in school. 
God even gave him the gift of knowing the meaning of dreams. 
The king found Daniel and his friends ten times better than 
anyone else in his whole kingdom. 

Daniel spent the next 70 years in Babylon. 

Imagine how much different Daniel’s life turned out than he had planned! 

You see, God had a big plan for Daniel. It wasn’t Daniel’s plan to go to 
Babylon, but it was God’s plan. And God has plans for us as well. We might 
not know what they are before they happen, but we do know that God’s 
plans are wise and good.

If we are willing to follow and obey the Lord, He will use us in ways that 
will surprise and delight.
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Spin three times to make a new sentence.

Silly game! Like this game, your real plans might be big or 
small. But always remember, God has the BEST plans for 
you! Here are a couple of things to think about: 
• What might be some plans God would have for those who love 
Him?

• The Bible tells us that God’s plans for us include salvation, going 
to heaven and things like that. But like Daniel, some of His plans 
come as a surprise. What are some ways we can we prepare 
ourselves to be ready when God calls?

I’m Planning to…
First Spin 

Became a famous

Go home and eat my 

Bake a birthday cake
for my cute little

Play outside with my 

Get a bigger

Jump on my

1
2
3

4
5
6

Second Spin 

rock and roll

turkey 

furry

best

flat

super bouncy

1
2
3

4
5
6

Third Spin 

guitar player.

sandwich.

dog.

friend.

screen. 

trampoline.

1
2
3

4
5
6
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1

4
25

3
6Use a pencil and paperclip to make your spinner. 

In order to count as a spin, the paperclip must 
spin all the way around at least once.

Spin three times to make a new sentence.

I’m Planning to…
First Spin 

Became a famous

Go home and eat my 

Bake a birthday cake
for my cute little

Play outside with my 

Get a bigger

Jump on my

1
2
3

4
5
6

Second Spin 

rock and roll

turkey 

furry

best

flat

super bouncy

1
2
3

4
5
6

Third Spin 

guitar player.

sandwich.

dog.

friend.

screen. 

trampoline.

1
2
3

4
5
6

CLAMbake Simplified• Daniel • LESSON 1

1

4
25

3
6Use a pencil and paperclip to make your spinner. 

In order to count as a spin, the paperclip must 
spin all the way around at least once.



Daniel 
in Babylon

Daniel in Jersalem

Daniel in Babylon

Daniel lived in Jerusalem, a young 
man from a well to do family. But 
God had other plans for Daniel. 
Soldiers from King Nebucahadnezzar 
took him to far away Babylon.

From Daniel chapter 1.
Follow the path not blocked by a line.
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Heaven! Heaven is much more than this cartoon 
shows. But one wonderful part of 
God’s plans for us is heaven, and 
being with Him forever. Jesus makes 
this possible, and that’s one reason 
why we celebrate our Lord. 
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